


BOUNDARY RESTRUCTURE

There will be an informal public meeting on March 30th at the Duncan
Volunteer Fire Hall at 7:30 p.m. We'd like to hear what you think the important
issues are in regard to Boundary Restructure. . There will also be an explanation of
the study goals, timing and process. and describe how the current system works. A

more informative newsletter from the committee will be delivered to you shortly.

Treasurer's Notes

City Finance staff are busily finishing the 2005 year end and preparing figul@s for
the 2006 budget deliberations. The Finance Committee infends fo solicit public
input info the budget process in mid fo late March so look for more information
on that in the coming weeks.

Initial BC assessment figures show the average assessed value for a single family
home in the City of Duncan went up 15.4% for 2006 while the average Business
Property assessment went up 2.7%.

In last year’s five year budget (2005-2009) total revenues from taxes were
budgeted to increase by 10.7% in 2006. However, the Cily looks at every
opportunity to find efficiencies and opportunities, and 2006 will be no different.

The Government Street road improvements, which were envisioned fo
complement the Wal-Mart development are being revisited to seek creative
solutions, but will still account for a good porfion of the City’s revenue needs for
2006.

In 2005, the City purchased a new Pumper Truck for the Fire Department under a
lease to own arrangement. This should mark the last time that the City will borrow
for replacements to its vehicles and machinety fleet, due fo increased annudai
contributions to its vehicle replacement reserves.

The City will continue to commit more funds annudally to road repairs, with
$270,000 in 2005 and $300,000 in subsequent years for patching and rebuilding
and additional funds for crack sealing.

The extension of the City Square streetscape concept onto Craig Street is in the
Design Stage and we will soon be holding a meeting with the property owners to
review that design. The project will move forward if the mgjority of property
owners support the design and funding. The street-works portion of the project
has been initially estimated at $260,000.,

The completion of the Inflow and Infiliration Sewer project has stretched into
2006. The elimination of storm water from the sewer system is expected to reduce
flows into the sewer lagoons by as much as 15%. This $1.5 million dollar project is
two-thirds funded by the Canada/ British Columbia Infrastructure Program.

TRANS CANADA
HIGHWAY CORRIDOR
MANAGEMENT PLAN

You will recall that a Public Open
House was held September 20th at
The Silver Bridge Travelodge in
Duncan to present a number of
options to the public to manage
immediate to long term strategies
for traffic management on the TCH
corridor between Cowichan Bay
Rd. and Drinkwater Rd.

We had a large turnout of citizens
who provided feedback to
representatives of the Ministry of
Highways and the planning
consultants, Urban Systems. We
have met with senior staff of the
Ministry of Highways to secure their
commitment to undertake
immediate improvements in 2006.

There will be an Open House to
present the results of these
meetings from 3:00 p.m. - 8:00
p.m., March 16/06 (Thursday) at
the Cowichan Centre. \We invite
you to come and participate.

HAVE A
GLORIOUS
SPRING

Kite Days

by Mark Sawyer

A kite, a sky, and a good firm
breeze,

And acres of ground away
from trees,

And one hundred yards of
clean, strong string --

O boy, O boy! | call that
Spring!

Questions or comments? Councillor Sharon Jackson 746-9451, or email cptqueeg(atelus.net




